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Thank you for visiting Rolling Thunder®, 
Illinois Chapter #1
Chapter One, from Warrenville, Illinois (west 
suburban Chicago).

The major function of Rolling Thunder®, Inc.  
is to publicize POW-MIA issues: To educate the 
public that many American prisoners of war were 
left behind after all previous wars and to help 
correct the past and to protect future veterans  
from being left behind should they become  
prisoners of war-missing in action.

My name is Bill Sharpness, President of our chapter.

I would like to thank everyone in the United States and other countries that helped in the 
release of Sgt. Bowe Bergdahl, a live prisoner of war from Afghanistan. This mission is 
over but the POW issue is not. Chapter 1 Illinois at this time does not know of any live 
American POW’s but that does not mean there are none. There are thousands of missing 
and some of those could very well be alive and being held. Our chapter will now look into 
the accountability of the missing in action. This is an American duty and something our 
politicians don’t seem to care about. Their families deserve an answer. If anyone knows 
of, or has information on any missing service member, please let us know. We will take 
on the issue and won’t quit. We will get results. Our chapter thanks all for their support. 
Ninety seven cents of every dollar we raise goes to the POW/MIA issue or helping 
veterans in need. No one gets paid here. We welcome you to join us. You do not have  
to be a veteran, or own a motorcycle or even a car. We are just a group of guys and gals, 
young and old trying to do the right thing. Regarding Bowe, we all heard of questions and 
even allegations regarding Bowe’s capture. Our attitude was the questions didn’t matter, 
get him home first and then let the military handle it. We have every confidence that our 
military knows how to resolve these circumstances.

Rolling Thunder®, Inc. is a non-profit organization. Members donate their time because 
they believe in the issues we are working on. 

RollingThunderIL1@gmail.com  

Bill “Hawk” Sharpness 
President

630-669-1317

!!! REMEMBER !!!

“IT’S AN AMERICAN DUTY TO ACCOUNT FOR ALL 
PRISONERS AND THOSE MISSING”

mailto:RollingThunderIL1@gmail.com
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Who is Rolling Thunder Illinois Chapter One?

Our fundraising efficiency is 97 1/2%, that is, we spend 97 1/2 cents 
out of each fundraising dollar on Veterans and the POW/MIA cause

Our local Chapter does not have administrative expenses such as 
salaries, perks, bonuses, fees or offices.  We are all volunteers who 
believe in our mission.

We are registered as a tax exempt organization under the Internal 
Revenue Code.

Our tax deductible, 501 (c) (3), charitable arm, is Rolling Thunder 
Charities. 

Our chapter, Rolling Thunder Illinois Chapter One, is a 501 (C) (4) 
non-profit organization.

Our Federal EIN # can be supplied upon request.

We are registered with the Illinois Secretary of State as a non-profit 
organization.

We are registered with Illinois Attorney General as an Illinois Charity 
Organization.

We file Illinois Form AG990-IL annually with the Illinois Attorney 
General.

We file Federal Form 990 annually with t-he Internal Revenue Ser-
vice.
We file Federal Form 990 annually with the Internal Revenue  
Service.

.
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Where Does Your Money Go - - - - - - - - 

In 2012 and 2014, members of Rolling Thunder® Illinois Chapter #1 wrote grant requests 
to a donor that desired to remain anonymous.  The grant requests were approved and 
received which allowed Chapter #1 via Rolling Thunder®Charities Inc® to provide two 
vans to the Illinois Veteran’s Home in LaSalle, IL. The following thank you note was sent to 
Chapter #1 member Bill Houghtaling, and was received Dec 12, 2014: 

Where Does Your Money Go - - - - - - - - 

In 2012 and 2014, members of Rolling Thunder® Illinois Chapter #1 wrote grant requests 
to a donor that desired to remain anonymous.  The grant requests were approved and 
received which allowed Chapter #1 via Rolling Thunder®Charities Inc® to provide two 
vans to the Illinois Veteran’s Home in LaSalle, IL. The following thank you note was sent to 
Chapter #1 member Bill Houghtaling, and was received Dec 12, 2014: 

 

Rolling Thunder® IL Chapter #1 Vice- President, 
Dominic “Hardcore” Ruggerio took to heart our 
mission of bringing awareness to the POW/MIA issue 
by taking the message to various classes at an 
elementary school in Wheaton, IL on Veteran’s Day.

We hold three (3) fund raisers a year

•	 Big Thunder Run
•	 Gun Bash every May
•	 Motorcycle Raffle (drawing held at the BTR)

Because of fund raising, donations and support of Rolling Thunder IL1, 
we have been able to help the following Veteran facilities over the last 
several years:

Midwest Shelter for Homeless Veterans $48,000    
LaSalle Veteran’s Home $150,000  
Manteno Veterans’s Home $57,500
Hines VA $51,000
Concord Place for Homeless Veterans  $36,000
POW/ MIA Issue $64,000
Honor Flight $6,500
Various VFW’s and Troop Support Orgs. $10,000
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STATISTICS OF THE

VIETNAM WAR

U.S. ARMED FORCES TOLL OF WAR 
(1955-1975)

As of 2013, the total number of . 
U.S. armed forces killed in
Vietnam in the two decades of 

involvement was 58,253. 

Of these, there were: 
38,224 Army, 
14,844  Marines, 
2,586 Air Force, 
2,566 Navy, 
26 Merchant Marines 
7 Coast Guard.

The average U.S. infantry-
man in Vietnam saw about 
240 days of combat in 
one year, thanks to the 
mobility of the helicopter.  
In comparison, the average 
infantry in the South Paci�c 
during World War II saw 
only 40 days of combat in 
four years.

U.S. forces sent to Vietnam 
were the highest edu-
cated of all previously 
deployed armies. 79% had 
at least a high school 
degree prior to entering 
military service.  

KILLED WOUNDED

The total number of U.S. 
armed forces non-mortally 
wounded in Vietnam was 
153,363.

Of these, there were:
96,802 Army,
51,392 Marines,
931 Air Force,
4,178 Navy,
60 Coast Guard.

U.S. Troop Strength by Year End
(1955 - 1973)
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 658 U.S. prisoners of war returned home 
alive from Southeast Asia.  

As of 2014, 1,638 are still unaccounted for.  
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In loving Memory

Don Ross
(March 27, 1948 - July 18, 2015)

Don “Old Man" Ross cared deeply about Veterans especially POW’s and MIA’s.

He was always concerned that he and Janet were not contributing enough to the chapter 
because they traveled during the winter.  The fact is they did more than most. 

Don worked hard at selling tickets and attending all of our events and meetings while he was in 
town. He traveled with us to Washington D.C. for the Rolling Thunder® Ride For Freedom.

Don was open, generous, and respectful. He never was heard to disparage another.

He will be missed.  

Ride Free, Brother.
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To Honor a Great Corporate Sponsor - Inland Bank  

Rolling Thunder® Inc., Illinois Chapter #1 is privileged to have three great 
members who are senior management representatives from Inland Bank.  All 
three ladies through their donations of time and talent were very successful in 
raising many generous donations for our Chapter treasury.  They established the 
very successful Hometown Heroes Checking Program, and also secured several local 
venues that resulted in significant donations. Their fund raising Bowl-a-Thon also 
resulted in significant cash donations to our Chapter efforts of supporting the POW/
MIA and Veterans programs. 

Kandace Jacobs is currently the Vice President Business Banking & Lending at 
Inland Bank. Kandace is the catalyst behind many money making ventures for 
Rolling Thunder®.  

Her family has a long history of serving in the military. Her father served in the US 
Army. Her  Great Grandfather served in WWI, and 
both Grandfathers served in WWII. Her Great-Great 
Grandfather served in the Mexican-American War 
from 1846-1848. She also had an Uncle who served 30 
years as an Army pilot with two tours of duty in 
Vietnam.  

Kandace is a committed supporter of our military 
forces.  She  joined Rolling Thunder® Chapter #1 to 
honor the legacies of all those in her family that 
served as well as others who served and are now 
serving.  She believes that membership in Rolling 
Thunder® allows her to do just that.   

Kandace is a member of the Rolling Thunder® IL 
Chapter #1’s Board of Directors, a member of the 
Chair of Honor committee and is Chairperson for the 
Bowling Thunder event that benefits the homeless Veterans at Concord Place 
located in North Lake, IL. 

Kandace ….your brothers and sisters of Rolling Thunder salute you for 
all that you contribute. 
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Dina Derman is Senior VP and Administrator for Inland Bank’s Internet Bank 
and Health Savings and HRA programs. Her work focus is on serving Employers, 

Brokers and Carriers with HSA and 
HRA products and provides sales 
support.  She acts as the driving force 
for developing Inland Bank’s newest 
departments, eBank, and the national 
HAS Program.  She has held 
numerous senior positions in the 
banking industry.   

Dina has been instrumental in 
developing the Hometown Heroes 
Checking Program within all the  
branches of the bank.  This program 
rewards a new checking client with a 

donation to the charity of his/her choice in return for establishing a new account.  
The initial response resulted in a $ 3,000 donation made to Rolling Thunder®, IL 
Chapter #1.    Dina was also a major player in the Wounded Warrior Games held at 
Soldier Field. Our Chapter sold  a significant number of Bike Raffle tickets during 
that one day exercise. 

Dina has volunteered to assist in the Veteran in Crisis program being undertaken by 
the Chapter. This program is designed to assist Veterans who have issues that might 
lead to a suicidal thoughts.  She has taken on the task of contacting and providing 
pertinent information to VFW’s, American Legions  and other agencies that have 
agreed to provide a venue for our Veterans in need. 

We in the Chapter welcome Dina’s support and she is always ready to 
assist in our project endeavors. 

Kathy McGinnis - is a professional and licensed mortgage loan officer with more 
than 20 years banking experience. Her timely service ensures that her client base is 
provided with a mortgage loan that best meets their needs. Kathy’s reputation for 
being an honest, creative, and up front Mortgage Loan 
Officer are reflected in her successful career. She takes 
pride in providing the best customer service possible.  

She is a member of the Inland Bank team that is also a 
“go-getter” for Veterans.   Her fund raising efforts for 
Rolling Thunder® have been displayed throughout her 
time working with the chapter.  Her efforts were 
instrumental in making the Chapter’s Bike Raffle ticket 
sales a huge success.   Kathy has established a great 
friendship and camaraderie with our membership and 
we know that whenever she takes on a task, it will be 
completed in a timely, professional manner. 

Big thanks to Kathy, for her friendship and 
extraordinary support of Rolling Thunder®, IL 
Chapter #1
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Resources	  available	  from	  the	  Edward	  Hines,	  Jr.	  VA	  Hospital	  Suicide	  Prevention	  Team	  
Rolling	  Thunder	  Point	  of	  Contact:	  Anita	  Carmona	  Caravelli,	  LCSW	  at	  708-‐202-‐4096	  	  
	  

Raising Awareness and Preventing Suicide 
 
September is Suicide Prevention Awareness Month. Although preventing suicide in the Veteran 
population is a focus throughout the year, September provides an extra opportunity to educate 
the public about the problem of suicide and what can be done to help prevent it. By supporting 
both Veterans and efforts to raise awareness about suicide prevention, you are helping make a 
difference which could prove to be lifesaving. 
 
Suicide is the 10th leading cause of death in all age groups. 41,149 people killed themselves in 
the United States in 2013. For every completed suicide, there are 25 suicide attempts. Veterans 
may be at an even greater risk of suicide than those in the general population. On average, we 
lose 22 Veterans and 1 Service Member a day to suicide.  

 
There	  is	  help	  available.	  

	  
The Veterans Crisis Line is a free and confidential service designed 
for Veterans who are in crisis or distress to be able to reach out to 
talk to someone. The Veterans Crisis Line is open 24 hours a day, 7 
days a week, 365 days a year and is available through phone calls, 
computer chats, or text messaging. The Veterans Crisis Line has 
trained personnel, some of whom are Veterans, standing by ready to 
Iisten to and talk with Veterans. Also, the family and friends of a 
Veteran can contact the Veterans Crisis Line for support. Having 
launched in 2007, the Veterans Crisis Line has since answered more 
than 1.6 million calls and made more than 45,000 lifesaving rescues. 

 
Confidential	  support	  is	  only	  one	  call,	  one	  click,	  or	  one	  text	  away.	  

♦ Veterans	  Crisis	  Line	  1-‐800-‐273-‐8255	  Press	  1	  ♦ VeteransCrisisLine.net	  ♦ Text	  to	  838255 ♦	  
	  
It is important to know the signs of suicide risk in order to be able to recognize them in yourself 
or another person. If you are a Veteran who is experiencing any of these signs of suicide risk, 
contact the Veterans Crisis Line.   
	  

RECOGNIZING	  THE	  SIGNS	  OF	  SUICIDE	  RISK	  

THESE	  SIGNS	  REQUIRE	  IMMEDIATE	  ATTENTION.	   CALL	  THE	  VETERANS	  CRISIS	  LINE	  IF	  YOU	  
EXPERIENCE	  ANY	  OF	  THESE	  WARNING	  SIGNS. 

⇒	  Thinking	  about	  hurting	  or	  killing	  yourself	  

⇒	  Looking	  for	  ways	  to	  kill	  yourself	  

⇒	  Talking	  about	  death,	  dying,	  or	  suicide	  

⇒	  Self-‐destructive	  behavior	  such	  as	  drug	  abuse,	  
weapons,	  etc.	  

	  	  

	  

⇒	  Hopelessness,	  feeling	  like	  there’s	  no	  way	  out	  

⇒	  Anxiety,	  agitation,	  sleeplessness,	  mood	  
swings	  

⇒	  Feeling	  like	  there	  is	  no	  reason	  to	  live	  

⇒	  Rage	  or	  anger	  

⇒	  Engaging	  in	  risky	  activities	  without	  thinking	  

⇒	  Increasing	  alcohol	  or	  drug	  abuse	  

⇒	  Withdrawing	  from	  family	  and	  friends	  



21

Resources	  available	  from	  the	  Edward	  Hines,	  Jr.	  VA	  Hospital	  Suicide	  Prevention	  Team	  
Rolling	  Thunder	  Point	  of	  Contact:	  Anita	  Carmona	  Caravelli,	  LCSW	  at	  708-‐202-‐4096	  	  
	  

Raising Awareness and Preventing Suicide 
 
September is Suicide Prevention Awareness Month. Although preventing suicide in the Veteran 
population is a focus throughout the year, September provides an extra opportunity to educate 
the public about the problem of suicide and what can be done to help prevent it. By supporting 
both Veterans and efforts to raise awareness about suicide prevention, you are helping make a 
difference which could prove to be lifesaving. 
 
Suicide is the 10th leading cause of death in all age groups. 41,149 people killed themselves in 
the United States in 2013. For every completed suicide, there are 25 suicide attempts. Veterans 
may be at an even greater risk of suicide than those in the general population. On average, we 
lose 22 Veterans and 1 Service Member a day to suicide.  

 
There	  is	  help	  available.	  

	  
The Veterans Crisis Line is a free and confidential service designed 
for Veterans who are in crisis or distress to be able to reach out to 
talk to someone. The Veterans Crisis Line is open 24 hours a day, 7 
days a week, 365 days a year and is available through phone calls, 
computer chats, or text messaging. The Veterans Crisis Line has 
trained personnel, some of whom are Veterans, standing by ready to 
Iisten to and talk with Veterans. Also, the family and friends of a 
Veteran can contact the Veterans Crisis Line for support. Having 
launched in 2007, the Veterans Crisis Line has since answered more 
than 1.6 million calls and made more than 45,000 lifesaving rescues. 

 
Confidential	  support	  is	  only	  one	  call,	  one	  click,	  or	  one	  text	  away.	  

♦ Veterans	  Crisis	  Line	  1-‐800-‐273-‐8255	  Press	  1	  ♦ VeteransCrisisLine.net	  ♦ Text	  to	  838255 ♦	  
	  
It is important to know the signs of suicide risk in order to be able to recognize them in yourself 
or another person. If you are a Veteran who is experiencing any of these signs of suicide risk, 
contact the Veterans Crisis Line.   
	  

RECOGNIZING	  THE	  SIGNS	  OF	  SUICIDE	  RISK	  

THESE	  SIGNS	  REQUIRE	  IMMEDIATE	  ATTENTION.	   CALL	  THE	  VETERANS	  CRISIS	  LINE	  IF	  YOU	  
EXPERIENCE	  ANY	  OF	  THESE	  WARNING	  SIGNS. 

⇒	  Thinking	  about	  hurting	  or	  killing	  yourself	  

⇒	  Looking	  for	  ways	  to	  kill	  yourself	  

⇒	  Talking	  about	  death,	  dying,	  or	  suicide	  

⇒	  Self-‐destructive	  behavior	  such	  as	  drug	  abuse,	  
weapons,	  etc.	  

	  	  

	  

⇒	  Hopelessness,	  feeling	  like	  there’s	  no	  way	  out	  

⇒	  Anxiety,	  agitation,	  sleeplessness,	  mood	  
swings	  

⇒	  Feeling	  like	  there	  is	  no	  reason	  to	  live	  

⇒	  Rage	  or	  anger	  

⇒	  Engaging	  in	  risky	  activities	  without	  thinking	  

⇒	  Increasing	  alcohol	  or	  drug	  abuse	  

⇒	  Withdrawing	  from	  family	  and	  friends	  

Resources	  available	  from	  the	  Edward	  Hines,	  Jr.	  VA	  Hospital	  Suicide	  Prevention	  Team	  
Rolling	  Thunder	  Point	  of	  Contact:	  Anita	  Carmona	  Caravelli,	  LCSW	  at	  708-‐202-‐4096	  	  
	  

If you know a Veteran that you believe is at risk of suicide, take the following steps to help the 
Veteran receive care and to make the environment safer for them. 
• Ask them if they are thinking about killing themselves. This lets the Veteran know it is safe to 

talk about their thoughts or feelings. 
• Call the Veterans Crisis Line at 1-800-273-8255 and Press 1. 
• Take the Veteran to an emergency room or seek help from a medical or mental health 

professional. 
• Remove any objects that could be used in a suicide attempt. 4 out of 10 suicides could be 

prevented by limiting access to objects that could be used in a suicide attempt. 
• If possible, do not leave the person alone. 

 
Debunking Some Common Myths about Suicide 
 
There are some common misperceptions about suicide, which may lead to either 
underestimating someone’s risk of suicide or missing opportunities to intervene. In order to 
effectively help Veterans who may be at risk of suicide, it is important to understand the truth 
about suicidal thoughts and suicide attempts. It is important that we learn to accept the reality, 
instead of the myths, below as the truth. Knowing the truth can empower you to step in and 
make a difference in the life of a Veteran who may be at risk of suicide. 
 

MYTH 1 MYTH 2 
Asking about suicide may lead a Veteran to 
complete suicide. 

There are ‘talkers’ and there are ‘doers’. 

REALITY REALITY 
Asking a Veteran about suicide does not create 
suicidal thoughts any more than asking about 
chest pain causes angina. The act of asking 
the question simply gives the Veteran 
permission to talk about his or her thoughts and 
feelings. 

People who talk about suicide must be 
taken seriously. Talking about suicide is an 
important warning sign that further mental 
health evaluation is necessary. 

MYTH 3 MYTH 4 
If somebody really wants to die by suicide, 
there is nothing you can do about it. 

A Veteran won’t complete suicide 
because… 
• She has young children at home 
• He has made a verbal or written 

promise 
REALITY REALITY 

Individuals who have survived serious suicide 
attempts have clearly stated that they wished 
someone had shown an interest. By supporting 
the Veteran to get help, you’ve gone a long 
way toward saving a life. 

The intent to die can override any rational 
thinking. A suicidal Veteran must be taken 
seriously and referred for evaluation and 
treatment. 
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Veterans in Crisis - Veterans Crisis Line - 1-800- 273-8255 Press 1 

Operation S.A.V.E 
(Signs of Suicide, Asking about Suicide,Validating Feelings, Encouraging help and expediting treatment) 

At the March, 2015, monthly meeting of Rolling Thunder® Inc., Illinois Chapter #1, Anita 
Carmona, from Hines VA hospital, came to speak and lead a discussion on “Veterans in Crisis”. She 
informed us that on average 22 American Veterans are completing suicide per day. There are 
varying factors that lead an individual to take their own life. However, what we know for certain is 
that we can all play a role in preventing Veteran Suicide by learning the warning signs and 
encouraging them to seek help. 

Manny Lopez (left) with President Bill “Hawk” Sharpness (right) became the point men for a 
project to put together informational displays to be placed at strategic locations including displayed 
at Rolling Thunder® IL Chapter #1 events.  Manny created a list of over 130 VFW Posts and 
secured volunteers to place the Veterans Crisis Line information packets in their bar areas where it 
can be viewed by Veterans in need. Manny also headed up the design and procurement of plastic 
brochure and card holders so that the information documents could be displayed appropriately at 
supporting businesses or locations. 

If your VFW Post, American Legion Post, Church, or organization would like to display this 
information, please let Rolling Thunder® Inc., Illinois Chapter #1 know.  You can contact us at 
rollingthunderil1@gmail.com 
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project to put together informational displays to be placed at strategic locations including displayed 
at Rolling Thunder® IL Chapter #1 events.  Manny created a list of over 130 VFW Posts and 
secured volunteers to place the Veterans Crisis Line information packets in their bar areas where it 
can be viewed by Veterans in need. Manny also headed up the design and procurement of plastic 
brochure and card holders so that the information documents could be displayed appropriately at 
supporting businesses or locations. 

If your VFW Post, American Legion Post, Church, or organization would like to display this 
information, please let Rolling Thunder® Inc., Illinois Chapter #1 know.  You can contact us at 
rollingthunderil1@gmail.com 
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Veterans in Crisis - Veterans Crisis Line - 1-800- 273-8255 Press 1 

Operation S.A.V.E 
(Signs of Suicide, Asking about Suicide,Validating Feelings, Encouraging help and expediting treatment) 
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that we can all play a role in preventing Veteran Suicide by learning the warning signs and 
encouraging them to seek help. 

Manny Lopez (left) with President Bill “Hawk” Sharpness (right) became the point men for a 
project to put together informational displays to be placed at strategic locations including displayed 
at Rolling Thunder® IL Chapter #1 events.  Manny created a list of over 130 VFW Posts and 
secured volunteers to place the Veterans Crisis Line information packets in their bar areas where it 
can be viewed by Veterans in need. Manny also headed up the design and procurement of plastic 
brochure and card holders so that the information documents could be displayed appropriately at 
supporting businesses or locations. 

If your VFW Post, American Legion Post, Church, or organization would like to display this 
information, please let Rolling Thunder® Inc., Illinois Chapter #1 know.  You can contact us at 
rollingthunderil1@gmail.com 
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Chester Roper was born in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania to the union of Carrie Lee and Clarence Roper on 
August 28, 1938. When the Korean War broke out he joined the US Army. 

The Army corporal was part of a firing battery in a unit made up of African-Americans - the 503rd Field 
Artillery Battalion. In late November 1950 Roper and his unit were overrun by Chinese forces deep 
within North Korea. 

After being held captive for weeks, Roger and others marched for five days, and on Jan 20, 1951 he 
entered a camp along the south bank of the Yalu River near a village called Pyoktong. But after weeks of 
malnutrition and exposure to the brutal winter, Roger fell ill with pneumonia.  He died on or about Feb 
10, 1951, and was buried by his fellow prisoners on a frozen hillside. 

In 1954, the United Nations and the communist governments exchanged the remains of some war dead, 
including those who had died in Roper’s camp. The Army was unable to attach a name to each person 
recovered.  

Unbeknownst to his family, Roper and thousands of others were buried as unknowns at the National 
Memorial Cemetery of the Pacific.  Then analysts began a routine re-examination of his file.  Officials 
were able to narrow down possibilities because Roper was one of just a few young  black soldiers held in 
the camp.  Roper’s remains were exhumed, and officials use dental records and an X-Ray of Roper’s 
chest to help identify him.  The X-Ray, among a group discovered by military analysts in recent years, 
showed Roper’s clavicle. Clavicle bones have unique ridges that can be used to help confirm identity, 
similar to fingerprints.  He was brought home by his family and reinterred in Illinois’s Evergreen 
Cemetery Field of Honor Section.  

(Photo taken by Antonio Perez, Chicago Tribune  - March 23, 2012) 
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On March 25, 2015, 12 members of Rolling Thunder® Illinois Chapter #1 attended a special memorial 
for Cpl. Chester Roper at the Evergreen Cemetery, Evergreen Park, IL commemorating the anniversary of 
his burial in March, 2012.   Rolling Thunder® Illinois Chapter #1 had the largest contingent at this 
Memorial Service honoring Cpl. Roper.  Chapter President, Bill “Hawk” Sharpness, presented Jesse 
White, Illinois Secretary of State, a POW flag and a Big Thunder Run program book.
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Kane County Cougars - Military Appreciation Night

Rolling Thunder® Illinois Chapter #1 participated in 
this year’s Military Appreciation Night.  As part of the 
pregame activities, Chapter Members presented the 
Remembrance Table Ceremony and helped with the 
opening Flag Ceremony and the National Anthem.

Kane County Cougars - Military Appreciation Night

Rolling Thunder® Illinois Chapter #1 participated in 
this year’s Military Appreciation Night.  As part of the 
pregame activities, Chapter Members presented the 
Remembrance Table Ceremony and helped with the 
opening Flag Ceremony and the National Anthem.



27

Rolling Thunder® Vice-President and Board Member, Col. Dominic “Hardcore” Ruggerio, 
U.S. Army (Ret) threw out the Opening Pitch and was honored as a Home Town Hero. 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Rolling Thunder® In Illinois Chapter #1 was invited to be a sponsor and escort for the 
Westchester, Il Veterans Day 5 K Run & 1 Mile Health Walk on Nov 9, 2014.  Although 
cold,  the run did help with contributing  a considerable sum to the Wounded Heroes 
Foundation Fund (www.woundedheroesfund.net).
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cold,  the run did help with contributing  a considerable sum to the Wounded Heroes 
Foundation Fund (www.woundedheroesfund.net).
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Schedule of Events 

9:00-10:30 AM       Registration 

10:00 AM                 First Bike Out 

10:30 AM                 Vendor Setup 

11:00 AM                  Last Bike Out  
  
1:00  PM- Close     Band - Jack Black Comedy 
  
2:00  PM                  Last Entry for Bike Show 
  
2:30  PM                  Door Prize Ticket is Drawn - Must be present to win 
  
3:30  PM                  Remembrance Table Ceremony 

4:30  PM                  Raffle Prizes / Winner of Bike Show  Announced               
  
5:00  PM                  Bike Raffle  

Door Prize : Concealed Carry 9mm or $400 cash  
Rolling Thunder® Illinois Chapter #1 would like to thank our friends at  

Montgomery Memorial Post 7452 
Veterans Of Foreign Wars 

For Allowing the use of their facilities and their kindness to us.
Please support their efforts 

Montgomery VFW
121 N River Rd,

Montgomery, IL 60538

September 13th 2015

14th Annual

Schedule of Events 

9:00-10:30 AM       Registration 

10:00 AM                 First Bike Out 

10:30 AM                 Vendor Setup 

11:00 AM                  Last Bike Out  
  
1:00  PM- Close     Band - Jack Black Comedy 
  
2:00  PM                  Last Entry for Bike Show 
  
2:30  PM                  Door Prize Ticket is Drawn - Must be present to win 
  
3:30  PM                  Remembrance Table Ceremony 

4:30  PM                  Raffle Prizes / Winner of Bike Show  Announced               
  
5:00  PM                  Bike Raffle  

Door Prize : Concealed Carry 9mm or $400 cash  
Rolling Thunder® Illinois Chapter #1 would like to thank our friends at  

Montgomery Memorial Post 7452 
Veterans Of Foreign Wars 

For Allowing the use of their facilities and their kindness to us.
Please support their efforts 

Montgomery VFW
121 N River Rd,

Montgomery, IL 60538
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STATE OF ILLINOIS 

DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS’ AFFAIRS 
LA SALLE VETERANS’ HOME 

1015 O’CONOR AVENUE, LA SALLE, IL  61301 
TELEPHONE: 815-223-0303    *    FAX: 815-223-5815 

 
      BRUCE RAUNER                           LENARD WINNICKI                             ERICA JEFFRIES 
            GOVERNOR                                             ADMINISTRATOR                                                DIRECTOR                
 

 
 
 
March 16, 2015 
 
 
 
Rolling Thunder 
P O Box 1042 
Warrenville, IL 60555 
 
Dear Friends, 

On behalf of the Illinois Veterans’ Home we want to express our sincere appreciation to you for 
the donation of the 2014 F -250 Transport Van.  This donation will enable the veterans in our care to be 
transported safely to their needed medical appointments.  One resident stated, “It rides like a Cadillac!”  
We are grateful for the generous expression of your support extended to our Home. 

Our goal is to provide a high quality of care and comfort to those we serve.  Our veterans have 
given so much in defense of our country that we owe it to them to offer them the best possible care.  Your 
generous donation will aid us in continuing in that tradition.  We appreciate the thoughtfulness and 
generosity of friends such as you who choose to do so many wonderful things to enhance the lives of our 
men and women. 

Thank you for remembering our veterans and for your loyal support of the Illinois Veterans' Home 
at LaSalle.   
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Lenard Winnicki      Susan Scully 
Acting Administrator     Director of Volunteer Services 
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CHARLES M. PROVINCE
Charles M. Province, a veteran of the US Army, is 
the sole and single Founder and President of The 
George S. Patton, Jr. Historical Society. He is the 
author of “The Unknown Patton”, “Patton’s Third 
Army”, and “Patton’s One-Minute Messages”

More information is available on his website, “The 
Patton Society” particularly on the page, “Northeast 
Kansas Korean War Memorial” where Province’s 
poem is displayed.

IT IS THE SOLDIER
It is the Soldier, not the minister Who has given us freedom of religion.

It is the Soldier, not the reporter Who has given us freedom of the press.

It is the Soldier, not the poet Who has given us freedom of speech.

It is the Soldier, not the campus organizer Who has given us freedom to protest.

It is the Soldier, not the lawyer Who has given us the right to a fair trial.

It is the Soldier, not the politician Who has given us the right to vote.

It is the Soldier who salutes the flag, Who serves beneath the flag, And whose 
coffin is draped by the flag, Who allows the protester to burn the flag.

©Copyright 1970, 2005 by Charles M. Province

http://www.pattonhq.com/
http://www.pattonhq.com/
http://www.pattonhq.com/koreamemorial.html
http://www.pattonhq.com/koreamemorial.html
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News Release 
Defense Prisoner of War/Missing Personnel Office (Public Affairs) 

Washington, DC 20301-2900 

  Phone: (703) 699-1169 
 IMMEDIATE RELEASE                             Fax: (703) 602-4375 
 

 
 
 

Oct. 24, 2014 
 

Soldier Missing From Korean War Accounted For 
 
 The Department of Defense POW/Missing Personnel Office (DPMO) announced today 
that the remains of a U.S. serviceman, missing from the Korean War, have been identified and 
will be returned to his family for burial with full military honors. 
 
 Army Sgt. Cameron M. Flack, 18, of Union Mills, N.C. will be buried Nov. 2, in Union 
Mills, N.C.  In November 1950, Flack was a member of Company L, 3rd Battalion, 31st 
Regimental Combat Team (RCT), 7th Infantry Division, operating along the eastern banks of the 
Chosin Reservoir in North Korea.  From Nov. 27 – Dec. 1, 1950, the Chinese People’s Volunteer 
Forces overwhelmed U.S. positions and U.S. troops were forced to withdraw south to more 
defensible positions.  Following the battle, Flack was one of many men reported missing in 
action. 
 
 Between 1991 and 1994, North Korea turned over to the U.S. 208 boxes of human 
remains believed to contain more than 400 U.S. servicemen who fought during the war.  North 
Korean documents, turned over with some of the boxes, indicated that some of the remains were 
recovered from the vicinity where Flack was believed to have died. 
 

To identify Flack’s remains, scientists from the Joint POW/MIA Accounting Command 
(JPAC) and the Armed Forces DNA Identification Laboratory (AFDIL) used circumstantial 
evidence and forensic identification tools, to include mitochondrial DNA, which matched his 
sisters. 
 

Today, 7,877 Americans remain unaccounted for from the Korean War.  Using modern 
technology, identifications continue to be made from remains that were previously turned over by 
North Korean officials or recovered from North Korea by American recovery teams. 
 
 For additional information on the Defense Department’s mission to account for 
Americans, who went missing while serving our country, visit the DPMO web site at 
www.dtic.mil/dpmo or call (703) 699-1169. 
 

-end- 
 

 

ARTICLE II
Instruction & Training LLC

Afternoon & Evening Classes in:
NRA Basic Pistol

CCW Training Packages for  
Illinois, Utah, Florida, and Arizona

See our On-Line Calendar:
www.Article2Range.com/Firearms-Instruction/

or call:

630-627-0310
250 Cortland Avenue

Lombard, IL 60148-1219
www.Article2Range.com

Monday-Friday
Saturday
Sunday

10am–10pm*
8:30am–8pm*
8:30am-6pm*

Store Hours

80 Foot Indoor Pistol & Rifle Range
* Range closes 10 minutes before store
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Rolling Thunder® Inc., Illinois Chapter #1 is composed of a diverse bunch of 
individuals Veterans and Non-Veterans, male and female, wealthy and not wealthy, who 
would not normally come together in society but have so.  Four members of our Board of 
Directors are not Veterans. Some Members of the Board do not have motorcycles. But they 
all put their time and talent to making sure all in Illinois remember their Veterans - those 
with us and those not i.e., the Missing in Action and the Prisoners of War. 

Here are two stories - one a highly decorated former member of the United States Army 
Officer Corp and one, a non-veteran but just as dedicated. Both are on our Board of 
Directors.

Col. Dominic Ruggerio was U.S. Army Cavalry officer 
from head to toe
by DON MOORE

After graduating with a double major in English and Psychology from Norwich University in 
Northfield, Vt. in 1961, Dominic Ruggerio joined the Army as a 2nd lieutenant. He went to basic 
at Fort Knox, Ky. the following year.
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“Because of the ‘Berlin Wall’ I went on active duty as an armored cavalry officer with a tank 
unit, 1st Squadron, 14th Armored Cavalry in Fulda, Germany, along the Russian border the same 
year,” the 75-year-old retired officer explained. “I started out as a platoon leader with five M-60 
tanks, some scouts and mortar-men. For three years I did that.

“Then I came back to the U.S. and attended the Armored Officers’ Advanced Course at Fort 
Knox for a year. I stayed at Fort Knox while other soldiers were being sent to Vietnam and 
Germany,” Ruggerio said. “I trained troops to be armored cavalry scouts.

“Then I got a call from my assignment officer and told I was about to become a paratrooper. I 
was sent to airborne school at Fort Benning, Ga. At 27 I was one of the oldest soldiers in the 
training unit. After graduation I was assigned to the 101st Airborne Division. I became a member 
of the 3rd Brigade at Fort Campbell, Ky.

“I was made the assistant personnel officer for the outfit when I arrived at the 101st. I wanted a 
combat job. My new commander said he’d see what he could do for me.

“I had hardly arrived at Campbell when our brigade got word we were being sent to Vietnam. It 
took us six weeks to deploy the 3,500 airborne troops and their 5,180 tons of equipment 
overseas,” he recalled.

“We arrived at Bien Hoa, South Vietnam on Dec. 7, 1967–Pearl Harbor Day– and deployed to 
Phuoc Vinh, a village about 35 miles to the north. It was along the edge of War Zone-C, right 
where the Ho Chi Minh Trail ran through,” Ruggerio said.”

The 101st Brigade wasn’t long in Vietnam when they were engaged in the enemy’s “Tet 
Offensive.” Tens of thousands of North Vietnamese Army soldiers and Vietcong guerrillas 
overran most of South Vietnam’s major cities and military bases.

“When ‘Tet’ hit elements of the 3rd Brigade were deployed to the roof of the American Embassy 
in Saigon that the enemy had taken over during the early stages of the fighting. We recaptured 
the building from the VC room-by-room as we worked our way down to the ground floor,” he 
said. “It took us about three days, as I recall, to retake the building from the enemy.

“That was the 3rd Brigade’s baptism of fire with the Communists in Vietnam. Then we went 
back to War Zone-C and the Ho Chi Minh Trail where there was usually always something going 
on. I was assigned as interim platoon leader of a long range recon unit as an additional duty to 
my primary responsibility as he brigade adjutant.

“Then I was sent to the 58th Infantry Scout Dog Unit that worked with German Shepherds–27 
handlers and 27 dogs would go out in the field. The dogs would help find enemy mines as well as 
NVA and VC. When the dogs perked up their ears and listened intently you knew they’d found 
something.

“During the time I was in Vietnam I participated in several significant rescue operations where 
we flew in with helicopters to pick up wounded soldiers. I recall we picked up this one young 
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man in the bush and I knew he wasn’t going to make it. Seven years later, after several years 
recovering in Walter Reed Army Hospital, I met him again in Texas. He was at Fort Hood, had 
gone to flight school and become an attack helicopter pilot.

“When I returned to the U.S. I became an ROTC instructor at the University of Maine and 
almost froze to death for the next couple of years. After that I went to Command and General 
Staff College at Fort Leavenworth, Kan. By that time I was a major. After completing the course 
I became the second in command of an armored cavalry unit at Fort Hood.

“Then I got my first assignment to the Pentagon as Deputy Chief of Staff for Personnel. This was 
about the time I was interviewed to become Executive Officer for the Commander and Chief of 
U.S. forces Korea. Nothing happened for four months and then I got a call that I had gotten the 
job in Korea,” Ruggerio said.

“I was assigned to Korea in June of 1978 and went to work for Gen. John Vessey, who eventually 
became Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff some years later. By this time I was a lieutenant 
colonel. Korea was a wonderful experience, I took my whole family.

“During the time I was in Korea there were two coups and the president of Korea was 
assassinated,” he recalled. “After 13 months working for Gen. Vessey I was assigned to
command the 1st Battalion, 72nd Armored along the DMZ (Demilitarized Zone) in Korea–54 
tanks and 800 troops.

“When I returned to the U.S. I went back to the Pentagon. This was about the time I had a heart 
attack. After recovering from that I became the operations guy for the 2nd Armored Division at 
Fort Hood.”

“In 1984 my assignment officer called me once more and wanted to know what I knew about 
Presidential Inaugurations? I told him I think they happen every four years.

“‘Well,’ he said, ‘You are about to become Executive Director to the general in charge of the 
Second Inauguration of President Ronald Reagan. The Military District of Washington, D.C., the 
Army, runs the show.’

“It was a lot of fun and something I did for the next 1 1/2 years. Our primary job was to organize 
the inauguration and execute it. Once a week we would go to the White House and meet with 
Mike Deaver, Reagan’s chief of staff, for exactly 15 minutes.

“When the inauguration was all over, 50 of us spent the last six months writing a ‘How To’ 
inauguration manual for the next election.

“I then became commander of the 12th Cavalry Regiment at Fort Knox. It was the largest tank 
training brigade in the army with 8,000 soldiers, tanks and the only unionized civilian 
maintenance section in the Army,” Ruggerio recalled.
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“During my final two years in the Army I was assigned as the Director of Officer Training 
Command at Fort Monroe, Va.”

By then he was a full colonel with 30 years of service, but his chance of becoming a general 
officer was slim. He was pushing 50 and the powers that be in the Pentagon were looking for 
colonels in their early 40s to move up the command ladder.

“I had an opportunity to step out into civilian life at this point and took it,” he said. “I went to 
work for Deloitte & Touche LLC as Director of Administrative Services & Facilities. I spent the 
next 6 1/2 years working for them. Then I opened my own consulting business helping 
companies relocate and ran that for the next 17 years. 

Ruggerio spends his winters in Venice, FL, and summers in the Chicago area. He has four grown 
children: Dominic Jr., Anne, Mary and Kathryn and 9 wonderful grandchildren - Danielle, 
Regan, Joe, Madeline, Steven (Buddy), Andrew, Rhett, Nash and Enzo. 

On his time off he fly fishes.

    This is Dom today at 75.

When asked why he joined Rolling Thunder®, he wrote: 

“I joined Rolling Thunder® as a result of hearing the full Rolling Thunder® story from 
"Spoiled" at a Heritage Harley HOG Meeting. I had joined the Heritage Harley chapter of HOG 
and when I heard the story, I immediately joined Rolling Thunder® at the following monthly 
meeting. The POW/MIA and Veterans issues have always been one of my "causes" even before I 
retired from the ARMY. We have a special camaraderie that makes one want to become a 
member!”

————————————————————
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Board Member, Dan “Cage” Thomas, a non veteran.
 

“Why, as a Non-Veteran, and a non-motorcycle rider, did I join Rolling Thunder? 

When I was a child, once every couple years my father and I would drive up to what was then 
called “Great Lakes Naval Training Base”, so my dad could buy “Government Issue” underwear.  
He said they wear like iron, and since he was a Veteran, was able to get them at a reasonable 
price. 

(My Dad was a Lieutenant on a destroyer during WWII.  He was the gunnery officer, #3 in 
command on his ship.  He saw action in the Philippines and I also believe Okinawa.  He served 
on two ships, The USS Henry W Tucker and USS Bancroft.) 

At that time I really didn’t understand what a Veteran was, I knew he had been in the Navy, but 
that was the extent of my understanding at such an early age. 

As I got older, I understood more, but Dad never talked about his service.  I knew one story 
about how he was standing on deck, and they were shelling an island, and taking fire, when his 
assistant took a piece of shrapnel in his forearm, went to sick bay, got fixed up, was taken off the 
ship, received a purple heart and went home.  Now that I think about it, I think my Dad was 
upset that the guy went home and he was still onboard the ship. 

Growing up we would go to the local VFW for the Fish Fry.  Again, not really understanding 
what the VFW was and why it was there, until I was much older.   

After my mom passed away, and Dad was alone, I suggested he join the VFW to hang out with 
some guys he had some things in common with.  He said no way, because he was not a fan of 
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how the Vietnam Vets were treated by the WWII and Korean Vets, that they were not welcome at 
the VFW, because they weren’t in a “war”.   

My Dad passed away on Feb 4 2000, just 4 days shy of  90 years old.  I contacted Naval Station 
Great Lakes, as it is now called, to see about getting an honor guard for his funeral, but was 
unsuccessful.  I was mortified, that a member of the Greatest Generation, would not be allowed 
an honor guard for his funeral. 

I would occasionally go the same VFW as an adult, also to enjoy the Fish Fry.  One such night, 
after my father had passed away, and was approached by a friend about joining a new unit of the 
VFW, the “Men’s Auxiliary”.  I said sure and retrieved the paperwork that proved my eligibility 
to join, and the process began, and my motivation was to honor my Dad’s service to this country. 

I spent many days and nights volunteering at the VFW, feeling good about giving back to those 
that gave me my freedom, my future, and a secure free future for my children.  I always felt there 
was more I could do to help Veterans.   

Our VFW Post (Villa Park #2801) started an event called “Welcome Home all Veterans”, to 
welcome home Veterans, to honor them and have different organizations all in one place for them 
to find out what benefits they are eligible for.  My own brother,  who is a Vietnam era Veteran 
from the Army, had no idea what was available to him.  I asked him to come and he found out 
that even though he never was in country in Vietnam, he is still a Veteran, and eligible for VA 
benefits.  During this event, Rolling Thunder Illinois Chapter 1 performed the Remembrance 
Table Ceremony, and I was moved to tears, and wanted to find out more.  I approached the guy 
that appeared to be in charge, and asked if I needed to be a Veteran or a motorcycle rider to join, 
and was told no, all you have to do is believe in our mission and be willing to help in that 
mission.   

I went to the next meeting, was explained what RTILCH1 was all about and signed up that night.   

That was 4 years ago, and I am an active member and have the same passion to do what I can for 
Veterans, and feel that I do this for my own Veterans, my dad and my brother.” 

Thanks to both for their valuable contributions as Board Members of Rolling Thunder® 
Illinois Chapter #1. 
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History of the POW/MIA Flag
In 1970, Mrs. Michael Hoff, an MIA wife and member of the National League of 
Families, recognized the need for a symbol of our POW/MIAs.  Prompted by an 
article in the Jacksonville, Florida, TIMES-UNION, Mrs. Hoff contacted Norman 
Rivkees, Vice President of Annin & Company which had made a banner for the 
newest member of the United Nations, the People’s Republic of China (PRC), as 
a part of their policy to provide flags to all United Nations members states.  Mrs. 
Hoff found Mr. Rivkees very sympathetic to the POW/MIA issue, and he and an 
Annin advertising agency employee, designed a flag to represent our missing 
men. Following League approval, the flags were manufactured for distribution.

On March 9, 1989, an official League flag that flew over the White House on 
National POW/MIA Recognition Day 1988 was installed in the U.S. Capitol 
Rotunda as a result of legislation passed overwhelmingly during the 100th 
Congress. In a demonstration of bipartisan Congressional support, the leadership 
of both Houses hosted the installation ceremony.

The League’s POW/MIA flag is the only flag ever displayed in the U.S. Capitol 
Rotunda where it will stand as a powerful symbol of national commitment to 
America’s POW/MIAs until the fullest possible accounting has been achieved for 
U.S. personnel still missing and unaccounted for from the Vietnam War.

On August 10, 1990, the 101st Congress passed U.S. Public Law 101-355, which 
recognized the League’s POW/MIA flag and designated it “as the symbol of our 
Nation’s concern and commitment to resolving as fully as possible the fates of 
Americans still prisoner, missing and unaccounted for in Southeast Asia, thus 
ending the uncertainty for their families and the Nation”.

The importance of the League’s POW/MIA flag lies in its continued visibility, a 
constant reminder of the plight of America’s POW/MIAs. Other than “Old Glory”, 
the League’s POW/MIA flag is the only flag ever to fly over the White House, 
having been displayed in this place of honor on National POW/MIA Recognition 
Day since 1982.

Passage by the 105th Congress of Section 1082 of the 1998 Defense 
Authorization Act required that the League’s POW/MIA flag fly six days each 
year: Armed Forces Day, Memorial Day, Flag Day, Independence Day, National 
POW/MIA Recognition Day and Veterans Day. It must be displayed at the White 
House, the U.S. Capitol, the Departments of State, Defense and Veterans Affairs, 
the headquarters of the Selective Service System, major military installations 
as designated by the Secretary of the Defense, all Federal cemeteries and all 
offices of the U.S. Postal Service.  In addition to the specific dates stipulated, the 
Department of Veterans Affairs voluntarily displays our POW/MIA flag 24/7, and 
the National Vietnam Veterans, Korean War Veterans and World War II Memorials 
were all recently required by Congress to display the POW/MIA flag daily, as do 
many State Capitols and other locations across the country.
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Ten more rooms at $2,500 per room 
were donated to the Walter and Connie 
Payton Foundation Veteran Project at 
Concord Place in Northlake, IL by the 
members of Rolling Thunder® Illinois 
Chapter 1.  

This makes a total of 14 rooms donated by 
RT IL 1. Fourteen formerly homeless 
veterans now have a warm and safe place to 
live including three meals a day. Some of the 
Veterans arrive with just a plastic shopping 
bag holding all their possessions. The room 
furnishings provided include a bed, linens, 
pillow, dresser, lamp, TV, easy chair, table, 
chair, etc., and a starter kit of personal care 
items. 
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At one end of the Paul Revere Mall in Boston, MA in the shadows of the Old North Church where Paul 
Revere’s famous lanterns hung, is this simple Memorial to the Fallen Members of the Iraq and 

Afghanistan Wars.
At one end of the Paul Revere Mall in Boston, MA in the shadows of the Old North Church where Paul 

Revere’s famous lanterns hung, is this simple Memorial to the Fallen Members of the Iraq and 
Afghanistan Wars.
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CUOMO CATERING
CUOMOCATERING.COM                                                                  708-344-7660  

IS A PROUD SPONSOR OF THE 

14TH ANNUAL BIG THUNDER RUN
SUPPORTING OUR VETERANS
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Rolling Thunder® Illinois Chapter #1
would like to thank our friends at

BFC
for donating much of the printing.

Please support their efforts.

BFC • 1051 N Kirk Road • Batavia, IL 60561
630.879.9240



Thank you for your 
Military Service past & present.

*Take 10% off your purchase, excludes tax and delivery charges. Discount off regular everyday individual item prices. Offer is non-transferable. Does not apply to previous 
purchases, room package discounts, warranties, bed guards, electronics, HDTV/Plasma TV’s, fl oor samples, Tempur-Pedic brand, layaways, Clearance Outlet, and gift card 
purchases. May not be combined with any other discount offer or Super Savers. Limit one offer per customer/household. Offer expires 10/31/16  Promotion Code 80THUNDER.
 

Visit us online to fi nd your nearest location

10% OFF

TA
K

E

YOUR ENTIRE PURCHASE 
WITH THIS COUPON

Find the nearest location or shop online at www.theroomplace.com




